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Context to Research

In order to end AIDS by 2030, efforts are being made towards achieving various targets stated in commitments/policies and
strategies, such as the SDGs, the UN Declaration to Ending AIDS in 2030, the Global Fund strategy for 2017-22, with specific
commitments to scale up support programs for AGYW and advance sexual and reproductive health and rights. The Global
Fund left with less than two years to conclude the existing strategy and renew for the next post 2022 phase/strategy, making a
strong case for a focus on reducing the transmission among AGYW, scaling up successful and bolder initiatives, and strength-
ening collaboration among the players is a decisive input for the preparation. For this to be realized, region-wide consulta-
tions and a policy research based on review and analysis of policies, strategies ,programs as well as contexts were conducted.

*

While new HIV infections have fallen in sub-Sahara Africa by 41% since 2000, the situation of HIV infec-
tions in AGYW still remains bleak. In Africa, 74% of new HIV infections are among adolescent girls aged
15-19. It is to be noted that the research referred to the UN definition of adolescent girls and women who are
girls between the age of 10 and 19 years and young women are those between the ages of 20 and 24 years old.
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Policy Recommendations
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Countries should review their progress, rekindle their commitments and intensify their efforts to end the HIV epidemic by
2030. Main recommendations, for the Global Fund is to emphasize on supporting countries and stakeholders in:

@ Promoting gender transformative and rights-

based approaches by supporting actions that
promote gender equality,addressstructural barriers,
abandon harmful gender norms and improving
access, quality and friendliness of services for HIV
prevention among AGYW

Enhancing accountability mechanisms for
commitments made towards ensuring gender
equality and HIV prevention and response for AGYW.

Catalysing partnerships and collaboration and
knowledge sharing among stakeholders

Contextualizing AGYW programs- Addressing
HIV among AGYW in different contexts and socio-
economic backgrounds

Creating a conducive Policy and legal
environment for AGYW- Addressing policy and
legal barriers that hinder access to services

Develop the capacities of country stakeholders
—to enable them integrate gender in the HIV
prevention and response and mobilization of
resources.
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Promoting AGYW friendly approaches in the provision of
information and services related to SRH (e.g through social
media platform), including HIV testing and antiretroviral
treatment and pre-exposure prophylaxis

Support at scale interventions that empower AGYW
through access to information and education and other
appropriate means to negotiate for safer sex, delay sexual
debut, and know the whereabouts of HIV services, including
where Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT),
are accessed

Increasing funding for HIV response, especially for those
targeting AGYW

Supporting the scale-up of proven strategies for HIV
prevention among AGYW including engaging men
and boys and mobilizing the commmunity for social and
behavioural change

Promoting the participation of women’s organizations
and networks of PLHIVs, adolescent girls and young
women so that their voices guide policies and programs
aiming to enhance behaviours, biomedical, and structural
interventions for adolescent girls and young women.

Strengthening the knowledge management and
resource mobilization systems and capacities of CSOs
and government agencies working on HIV/AIDS and
ACYW.
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